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medicine’’ and discourage frivolous medical mal-
practice lawsuits by requiring patients and doc-
tors to try to settle disputes before they end
up in court, and by limiting lawyers’ fees.

Quality. The legislation empowers consumers
and health care professionals by providing infor-
mation on quality standards and treatment re-
sults. It calls for new investments in medical
research, including heart disease, bone and joint
disease, Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, AIDS, birth
defects, mental disorders, substance abuse and
nutrition. To help keep people healthy, rather
than only treating them after they get sick, the
legislation pays fully for a wide range of preven-
tive services and offers new incentives to edu-
cate primary care doctors, nurses and other fam-
ily practitioners.

Choice. Through comprehensive reform, the
legislation gives Americans a new level of con-
trol over their health care choices. It ensures
that people can follow their doctor and his or
her team into any plan they choose to join.
It transfers the choice of health plan from the
employer to the individual, and guarantees a
choice of health plans, including at least one
traditional fee-for-service plan. Doctors and
health professionals may participate in multiple
health plans if they wish.

Responsibility. Under this legislation, every
employer and individual will be required to pay
for health coverage, even if that contribution
is small. It extends the current employer-based
system for financing health coverage—a system
that now serves nine of every ten Americans
who now have health insurance. To ensure af-
fordability, small businesses, low-wage employers

and low-income individuals and families will get
substantial discounts.

This legislation will strengthen our economy.
Our current system is so much more costly than
any other system in the world, and the American
people should not be asked to pay huge new
taxes in order to afford health care reform. This
plan raises no new broad-based taxes, but
spends our health care dollars more wisely. It
levels the playing field for small businesses,
making it possible for them to insure their fami-
lies and employees. It eases the tremendous
burden of rising health costs on big business,
helping them to compete for global markets.
And by bringing the explosive growth in health
costs under control, it sets us in the right direc-
tion of reducing our national debt.

The legislation restores common sense to
American health care. It borrows from what
works today, letting us phase in change at a
reasonable pace and adjust our course if needed.
It builds on what works best—and makes it
work for everyone. Our task now is to work
together, to leave behind decades of false starts
and agree on health care reform that guarantees
true security. The time for action is now. I urge
the prompt and favorable consideration of this
legislative proposal by the Congress.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and George J. Mitchell, majority leader of the
Senate. This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 27 but was
not issued as a White House press release.

Nomination for an Assistant Attorney General
October 27, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate Loretta Collins Argrett to be the
Assistant Attorney General for the Tax Division
at the Department of Justice.

‘‘Enforcing the Tax Code is a challenging and
important task,’’ said the President. ‘‘Loretta

Argrett is a woman with the intelligence, dili-
gence, and expertise to get the job done well.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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